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Labour and Birth 
Summary Record: 
2020 Update
Perinatal Services BC announces the 2020 release  
of the Labour and Birth Summary Record!
The updated record was developed in accordance with current clinical guidelines  
and best practice recommendations, and with consultation from a variety of health care 
providers, including midwives, physicians, and nurses.  

The updated Labour and Birth Summary Record (PSBC 1920) replaces the 2008 version 
of the record (PSBC 1588).

WHAT’S NEW?
Numbered items below correspond to the numbered sections of PSBC 1920 – Labour and Birth Summary.

1.	 BACKGROUND

→→ Planned mode of delivery: New field was added to document the planned mode of delivery.

→→ VBAC eligible / VBAC attempted: New fields were added to document whether the mother or 
pregnant individual is eligible for VBAC at the onset of labour, and whether VBAC was attempted this 
delivery.

2.	 LABOUR

→→ Oxytocin table: New table was added to provide a summary of oxytocin administration for labour 
induction / augmentation. Although oxytocin may be started and stopped a number of times 
throughout labour, only the timing of the very first and the very last dose of oxytocin is recorded.

→→ Methods of induction: Expanded the available options for methods of induction, specifically the 
type of prostaglandin that is used (i.e., types of dinoprostone or misoprostol) and the number of doses 
administered.

→→ Fetal surveillance: New field was added to document fetal scalp lactate. 

→→ Analgesia: Expanded the list of options for analgesia used during labour, including non-pharmacologic 
pain management options (e.g., comfort/labour support, water immersion, and doula support).

→→ Anesthesia (labour): Expanded the list of options for anesthesia during labour and delivery.

→→ Antibiotics administration and indication: This section was reorganized to improve clinical 
documentation of intrapartum antibiotic use. New fields added to document the indication for 
administration of antibiotics.

→→ Medications indication: New section was added to document the indication for medications 
administered during labour (other than antibiotics).
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WHAT’S NEW?
3.	 BIRTH

→→ Uterotonics: New section was added to document the use of uterotonics for the prevention of 
postpartum hemorrhage.

→→ Cord clamping: Amended the categories for timing of cord clamping to ensure alignment with 
current American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) definitions of early (< 60 seconds 
in term and < 30 seconds for preterm birth) and delayed cord clamping. New field added to document 
the reason(s) for early cord clamping.

→→ Blood loss volumes: New field was added to document the measured blood loss. For estimated 
blood loss, the categories were updated to ensure alignment with the revised definitions of 
postpartum haemorrhage by the Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI).

4.	 TIME SUMMARY

→→ Time summary tables: Revised summary tables to document the time of onset of active 2nd stage of 
labour, as well as the duration of passive versus active 2nd stage.

5.	 FETAL / NEWBORN STATUS

→→ New section was added to document fetal / newborn status at birth.

→→ Fetal death: New fields were added to document the type of fetal death, as well as the date and 
gestational age (using best estimate) when it occurred.

6.	 SIGN-OFFS

→→ Planned place of birth: New field was created to document the planned place of birth at the onset of 
labour.

→→ Care providers during labour and delivery: New field was created to document the main care 
provider during labour, which may be different from the care provider during delivery.

→→ Present at delivery: New field was created to document other care providers that were present at the 
time of delivery.

→→ Consult to: Added check box for neonatologist.
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